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A PANEGYRICK upon an wun(pot- 
ted Miniſter of State. 


Honourable Sir, | 


People who are tunning the 
Hazard of a Death-Bed-Repen- 
# . tance, want nothing ſo much 


* as a good Miniſter; and a bad 
one dreads nothing more than an honeſt 
ng 4, and whilſt a wicked and cor- 

_ rTupt Miniſter is weighing out Panegyricks 


and Dedications againſt juſt Satires and In- 
Az wettiver; 
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wvectives ; or perhaps in numbering his 
Creatures, and teaching them their im- 
plicit Monrſyllabler, or whilſt he is draw- 
ing out his Screen, and providing for a 
laf and decent Elopement ; or it may be 
comiorts hin.ſelt with the Hopes, the 
public Joy at his Removal, will drown 
all future Enquiries ; or that he ſhall 
keep ſweet a good while longer till the 
Worms have devoured his Carcaſe, and 
Poſterity preys upon his Memory; a good 
and um potted Miniſter will be acting 
quite the reverſe, which you have done 
ever ſince your Adminiſtration” © 
You, Honourable Sir, are full of the 
Virtnerof your Anceſtors ; in your Tem- 
er affable and fwect-natur'd ; educated 
in the Knowledge and Study of our Con- 
ſcurntion, its Laws, Settlements, Depen- 
denrces and Intereſts; always faithful to 
the Crown and the reigning Family; 
fonderiof the Subſtance, than the Outcry 
of Religion; eaſy in your Fortune; Lov- 
er ot Mankind; more careſul to pre- 
ſerve, than to aggrandize a Family; 
making Virtue the Foundation of Friend- 
ſhip, and merit the Title to your Favour ; 
Preſerwer of the Freedom of others, as 
well as of your own; delighting rather 
to be thought Good than Great; pleaſed | 
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with any Opportunity of making your 
Fellow - creatures happy; juſt in all your 
| Dealings ; moderate in your Pleaſures ; 
true to the ſeveral Irie which have been 
repoled in you; watchful over the Ac- 
counts of others, and ready to ſubmit 
your own to a full and zmpartial Inſpecti- 
on; not ſervils when out of Power, nor 
imperious when in it ; ſtudying more the 
Propriety of Oratoyy, than its Ornaments 
and Garniture ; and ſpeaking rather to 
the good Senfe of otheis than to their 
Paſhons or Intereſts ;-nor folicitous for 
a Place, becaule you want it, but be- 
cauſe the Place wants you ; ſo keen in 
your Reſentments for the Publick, that 
you have no Room for thoſe which are 
perſonal ; well acquainted with the moſt 
noted Charatters and Tranſactions of late 
Years ; untainted, and unaccus'd by any 
Party ; indifferent in your Choice of pub- 
lick or private Lite; but careful to adorn 
both; and looking on the Kevenues of an 
Office to be ſo far public Money, as it is 
intended for the Support and Dignity of 
that Office, to which it is appropriated. 


Tſhal 
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I ſhall illuſtrate the Truth of all this; 
by adding another Panegyrick, wrote by 
the Author of the preceding, and whict 
was called a Panegyrick on a Certain 


Great Man, 


SIR; 
Beg Leave to congratulate you on 
on your Power, and Wealth, atid 

Gr:udeur; as well as oh your late emi- 
nent Succeſs and Triumph over all your 
Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, 
who are at length oblig'd to acknow- 
ledge your ſuperior Talents. You are not 
only the greateſt and richeſt Man in the 
Kingdom, but likewiſe the ableſt Mini- 
ſter that any Age or Country has produ- 
ced. You excel Cicero in Eloquence, At- 
ticut in Veracity, Burleigh in Uncorrupt- 
neſs, and Walſingham and Richelieu in 
Negotiation, Your Wiſdom in contriv- 
ing, your Zeal in executing and apply- 
ing Kemedzes to all the Diſtempers of the 
State, are really ſurprizing; whilſt your 
Integrity, publick Spirit, and diſintereſted 
Love of your Country, ſhine forth in eve- 
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ry Action of your Life. You are indeed 
14 very Quinteſſence of all that is Great, 
and Good, and Wiſe, and Noble; and he 
that preſumes to ſay otherwiſe, is — 
a Traytor to his King, and an Enemy to 
his Country. 
T uV is indeed a litile Faction againſt 
you compos'd of People of all Ranks, 
th in the City and in the Country; 
but this is the natural Conſequence of 
eminent Worth, Plenty, and good Ma- 
nagement. As the Rich oppoſe you out 
of Wanterneſs, or Envy, or Caprice; ſo 
the Poor do it out of meer Neceſſity, and 
for want of daily Bread, The Citizens 
of London were always a factious Gene- 
ration, and therefore their Murmurs 
ought to have no Weight. You have 
already manfully defied them, and de- 
| ſerve the Thanks of every honeſt Briton, 
on that Account; for what can be either 
more Heroick, or Praiſe-worthy, than 
thus deſpiſing the Complaints, and curb- 
ing the Inſolence of Tradeſmen and Me- 
chanicks ?? f | 
As tothe Country, they have ſent up 
their Repreſentatives; and therefore ought 
not to concern themſelves any farther, 
t Matters go how they will. 


* 
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Ix ſhort, Sir, High and Low, Rich 
and Foor, the Town and the C:untry, de- 
generate into a factious Habble, when 
they oppole yu; for you are properly 
the Centre of Lyyally, to which all our 
Affections ought to be directed; and 
they who pretend to love and honour 
their Frince, without loving and honour- 
ing yu at the ſame Time, and in the 
ſame Degree, are only Jacobites in dif= 
guiſe, and do it in Favour of a Popiſb 
Pretend:y, | 8 
NoTHitzs therefore gives me greater 
Pleaſure, than the Manner in which theſe 
Worthy 173iters have repreſented your po- 
pulr Adverurics — They think you are 
grown almoſt too (great for a Subjett : 
Ergo, they unjuſtly envy your Greatneſs 
-— They think you ought to be call'd to 
Account: Ergo, they are actuated by the 
Spirit of Kevenze, and want to get into 
your Place, — They are reſolv'd never to 
come into any Mzaſures which they think 
deſtructive : Ergo, they are implacable.— 
They have not render'd themfetves ne- 
ceſſitors by Hxtravagance: Ergo, they 
are aVariczgzis, — They do not ſtand in 
need of cringing to you for Suhſaſt-nce - 
Erg, they jay prone, haughty, and inſo- 
lent.— They declaim againſt Corruption: 
| | 15 5 Ergo, 
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Ergo, they are Incendtaries, — They 
think their Sovereign greater than any of 


his Servants : Ergo, they are Jaco- 


SITS 6 | 

My Brother Writers, and Advocates, 
(for I ſhall henceforth expect to be en- 
roll'd in that honourable Liſt ) have like- 


wiſe been very happy in their Inſinuati- 


ons that a Man of a large Eſtate and re- 
pute OEconomy, ought not to be truſted 
with the Management of Publick Money, 
| becauſe Men are generally nioſt prone 
to Coyruption, when they have the leaſt 
"Temptations to it, and becaule 7rivate 
Frugality naturally tends to public Con- 


fuſiont; whereas Experience teaches us, 


that a private Spend-thriſt may furniſh us 
with the moſt ſhining Example of a pub- 
lick OEconomiſt. TER 

I ſhould be ine fable in this firſt 
Addreſs to you, and fink below the Cha- 
racter of a State Panegyrick, if I did not 
congratulate you on the late glorious 
Victory, which you have obtain'd over 
your ambitious, diſappointed and revenge- 
ful Adverſaries, I really pity theſe Men 
(ta uſe your own on and am at a 
Loſs to think what new Topicks of Scan- 


Aal they will find out to ſupport their de- 
clan Cauſe 3 and now you have de ab 
| B ſoluzely 


5 
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ſolutely defeated them on their moſt 
darling Point, they cannot, I think, 
ever have the Aſſurance. to mention that 
Matter hereafter, by way of Reproach, 
fince it hath been decided in ſo candid 
and impartial a Manne. 

Bur if any of them ſhould offer to 
open their clamorous Throats any more 
on this Head, we, your ingenious Advo- 
cates, know wo are our Friends, and 
will ſtand by us in any Lengths. We 
will therefore ſtate it for your Advan- 
tage, in Print, with perſonal Invectives 
againſt your Adverſaries, and let them 
anſwer us — if they dare. 
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| AND 


Bos Boory the Factor: 


H E Family of the Niere hath 
flouriſhed in the Weſt for more 
than two Centuries. They were always 
look'd upon to be plain and ſubſtantial 
Men; and their Wealth, as it was gain- 
ed by honeſt Induſtry, ſeemed to wear 


well. It deſcended from Father to Son, 


— — 
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with Increaſe ; and William Teagle, the 
great Anceſtor of Fack (of whom 1 have 
hear! the Family otten boaſt) humbly 
beg'd to be excus'd the Honour of Knight- 
hood fron Queen E'izabeth, who would 
have changed his Name to Sraple ; but 
he ſaid and proved by his Conduct, 
that He had rather deſerve Honours than 
wear them; and looked upon Dignity 
without Merit not only to be burthen- 
ſome, but diſgracetul. That wile Prin- 
ceſs had a very great Regard for Mr. 
Teazl:: She encouraged, aſſiſted and 
rewarded him; and always uſed to ſay 
the look'd upon him as the moſt uſeful 
and the moſt profitable Member in the 
Society. Accordingly ſhe would always 
engage on his Side in any Contracts, 
which he had made with foreign Mer- 
chants, and ſee immediate Right done 
to him I have heard that ſhe has 
Ea]l'd him before her Courtiers the Pillar 
ef the Hate. The Family of the Teazles 
hath lived ſeveral Ages fince with good 
Reputation. They have kept up till 
very lately) to the Lengths, the Fine- 
neſs, and the Thickneſs of their Cloths ; 
and I have heard that Bales have been 
bought without View or Meaſuring, on 
the Sight of their mou — in foreign 
Coun- 
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Countries. But for ſome Years paft 
Jack's Family beginning to grow a lit- 


tle polite and extravagant, fell into the 
Luxury of their Neighbours, and it was 


obſerved their Credit grew leſs; ſome- 


times there were found to be Errors in 
the Lengths and Goodneſs of their 


Cloths: However they kept up ſtill a 
tolerable Reputation and a good Trade, 
and were, reſpected Abroad and valued 
at Home. A great Eftate deſcended to 


Fack Teazle, our Weſt Country Clothier, 


whoſe Caſe I lay before you. Jacꝶ was 
a very honeſt Man, and was reſolved, 
notwithſtanding his Subſtance, not to 
neglect his Buſineſs; and, as his Father 
had done, and was neceſſary for him, 


he applied to the Merchant (who hap- 


pened to be his Neighbour, and Lord 
of the Manor likewiſe) to affiſt him in 


his Buſineſs; to take off his Cloths, and 
to protect him in his Trade; but the 


Merchant, happening at this Time to 


have much Buſineſs of another Sort up- 


on his Hands, referr'd Mr. Teazle and 


his Affairs to Bob Booty, his Factor, a 
very prating buſy Fellow, who had been 
| bred an Attorney, and who not only 


knew very little of his own Profeſſion, 
but was utterly ignorant of every Thing 
- 1. ne 
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relating to Trade. His Character had 


always been a little tainted; but, for 


ſome Years paſt, he was quite blown, 
and every one in the Country, except 
the Merchant and his Lady, were per- 
fectly acquainted with him, and refuſed; 
to give him any Credit. However Mr. 


Jeazle, rather than diſoblige his Mer- 


chant, ſuffered him ro be employ d in 
his Affairs. Robin had not taken upon 
Him the Management of his Buiineſs for 
more than two or three Tears, when eve- 


ry Thing was in Conſuſion. He quarrel- 


led with the Merchants of every Coun- 
try, with whom he uſed to deal. | 
- Trz fiſt Man, with whom he broke, 


and for little or no Reaſon, was a very e- 


minent German Merchant, and ancient 
Friend to the Teazle Family, and one who 
had not only dealt for conſiderable Quan- 
tities of his Goods from Time to Time, 
but on all Occaſions, when there was 
any Diſpute with the neighbouring Mer- 
chants, eſpouſed his Quarrels, and hath 
often relieved them out of Scrapes, into 
which their i] Conduct or Misfortunes had 
led them; but Factor Beh, regardleſs of 
all, ſwore at him, bully'd him, call'd 
him Names, and had very like to have 
occaſioned an open Breach = 
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Tux next Gentleman whom Bob took 
it into his Head to diſoblige, was Don 
Pedro de Capet, a Spaniſh Merchant (a 
Frenchman, 1 think, by Birth ) a very 
good Sort of a Man, but a little weak; 
and it appear'd in nothing more ſo, than 
that he was governed by his Wife, who, 
they ſay, was a very meddling bufy 
Woman. However, he had been a great 
Dealer with Mr. Teazle, and a conſider- 
able Part of Mr: Teazle's Eſtate had been 
gained from that Houſe ; for the Sani- 
ard paid ready Money for every Penny- 
worth of Goods; but ſo it was, that 
our Litigious Factor fell out with Hin 
likewiſe, ſwore he would receive no 
more of his Money, nor fend him fo 
much as one Yard of Bays. He carry'd 
the Thing ſtill farther, and perſuaded 
Jac (who was a very brave, tho' a 
weak Man) that the Spaniſh Merchant 
had injured, affronted, and abuſed him; 
and that it became him in Honour to de- 
mand Satisfaction. Jack, who has warm 
Blood in him, was immediately ſtirr'd. 
He put on his long Sword and his 
Pumps, and marched with many of his 
Friends to Don Pedro's Country Houſe, ſi- 
tuate many Miles off, in a mayſhy Bog. 
When he came there, he called _ 

an 
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and aloud to him to come abroad. He 


told him he came as a Friend only, and 


to pERSUADE Him, by gentle Means, to 


put his Effects into his Hands; but the 
wary Spaniard lay cloſe within Doors, 
and replied that he very much ſuſpect- 
ed he came to break open his Houſe and 
ſteal his Plate. Fack and his Friends 
however ſtaid there, till they had got- 
ten confounded Agues, which killed ſe- 
veral of them, and had like to have put 
an End to John himſelf; and every bo- 


dy ſaid that it was more owing to the 
Strength of his Conſtilution, than his Pru- 


dence, that he eſcaped with his Life. 


However, He made a mighty filly Fi- 


gure on his Return; and Bob, who was 
very uneaſy Himſelf for adviſing that 
Project, could not help ſneering him; 
but now Fack, upon inquiring into his 
Affairs, found them in a very melancho- 


ly Situation; he had ſpent moſt of his 


ready Money; he had a great deal of 
Wool by him; but had none or very 
poor Markets for it. He had neither 


Money nor Buſineſs for the honeſt Ma- 


aufacturers, whom he uſed to employ, 

He was adviſed however once more to 

apply to Bob Booty, who laughed "Oy 
* . lear- 
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| heartily when he heard his Complaint, 
and aſſured him that he was the moſt 


miſtaken Man alive; for that, to his 


Knowledge, he was a very rich Man ; 


that his Trade flouriſh'd exc:edinely ;, and 


that he did not know fo happy a Crea- 
ture in the World as himſelf: But, ſays he, 


Mr. Teazle, if you have really ſuſtained 


any Loſſes; it they are not altogether 
zmaginary; it you have been robbed, I 
will do my beſt, and I do not know but, 
one time or other, 1 may diſcover the 


Thieve;——However, as to the Affrontt 


you have received, I have hit upon a 


Method that, I think, will do. You 


know old Father Frippon, the French- 
man. He is a very honeſt and a wiſe 
Man. I have put your Affairs into his 


Hands, and 1 warrant you he will ſet us 
to rights very ſoon. I think, I never 
did ſee my Friend Jack in ſo great a 
Paſſion in my Life, as he was upon this 


Occaſion. What, cry'd He, You ſhame- 


leſs Knave! What! put my Affairs into 


the Hands of my proſeſi d, known Ene- 


my, who has had an ancient Onarrel to 


my Family ; one, who never ought to 
be — one, who never ſpoke a 
Word of Truth in his whole Lite; and 
is ſo cunning, that he would outwit the 


GG Devil! 
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Devil! Don't you know that I am a 
Proteſiant and an Engliſhman, Sirrah ? 
Give me my Sword and my Piſtols; I 
will go in Perſon; I will fight; I will 
have Satisfattion for the Injuries I have 


received: — Bob, who found that the | 


honeſt Clothier was warm, and in earn- 

eſt, gave him a little Time to cool. — 
My good Friend, ſaid he, if it muſt come 
to fighting at laſt, it muſt; but I am of a 
peaceable Diſpoſition ; I hate Bloodſhed ; 
you are ſo hot; why I have ſent my 
Brother Ballance to make up this Mat- 
ter. You know he is very polite and 
hath a great deal of Vit. Father Frippon 
has a great Value for him. — But, faid 
he, the good Father is a Lover of Money. 
I know how to work him out of any 


Thing by Money. No body knows 


the Power of Money ſo well as I do. 1 
have done Wonders with Mone) — In a 
word, he bubbled Mr. Teazle, from 
Time to Time, out of large Sums to 


to bribe this Prieſt; and kept him like» 


wiſe moſt provokingly in Suſpence. 
B OB always aſſured him confident- 
ly, tho' he knew the contrary, that his 


Affairs were in a fair Way to'be made 


eaſy ; that all his Loſſes ſhould ſoon be 
made good, and his Trade — | 
| N an 
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and all this time the honeſt Clothier 
found himſelf going faſt to Ruin; his 
Trade loſt, and his Eſtate burthened 
yearly with new Demands from Bob 
Booty; when now Bob and he both found 
themſelves bamboozled by the French 
_ Prieſt ;, and that their Buſineſs was ſo far 
from being done, that the Frenchman 
had combined with Don Pedro to do all 
they could to reduce the Affairs of Fack 
yet lower; for they were jealous of him 
as a Rival in Trade, having found him, 
before Bob was his Factor, in good Cir- 
cumſtances, and capable of ingroſſing the 
whole Clothing Trade to himſelf. But, 
beſides all this, Bob had (as they ſay, by 
the Advice of his Brother-in-Law, a ſort 
of a puzzle-headed Svivener) enter'd 
into Articles of Agreement with the 
Frenchman, to abide ſolely by his Deter- 
mination, and never to ule Force upon 
any Occaſion; ſo that I have ſeen the 
Frenchman, when Fack has got his 
Friends around him and laid his Hand 
upon his Sword, and determined to do 
himſelf Juſtice; I have ſeen him, I ſay, 

take out the Proclamation againſt Riots, 
which he always carry'd in his Pocket, 
and immediately read it and diſpers'd 
them; aſter * he inſolently told 

VT | 
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him that he would have no Fighting, for 


that it was contrary to a ſpes fick Come 
pact; nay it was but the other Day, 


when Ja had armed himſelt Cap-a-pe, 


and ſwore bloodily he would be about 
Dau Pedro's Houſe, that the Frenchman 
had immediate Recourſe to his old He- 
meay ; out came the Proclamation, and 
all Ja xs Hopes of Satisfattion were a- 


gain diſappointed. 


Tr1s is the Cafe of honeſt Jack | 
Teazle; though he is brave and virtuous 
enough, as the World goes, yet his Ene- 


mies, you lee, inſult him; his Friends a- 


buſe him, and all the Wold deſpiſe him. 
— His old Friend, the German Meer- 
chant, to whom the Family of the 
TEAZLES always uſed to have 
Recourſe in their Difficulties, {wears ſo- 


lemnly that he will never have any thing 


more to do with him, while he hath any 
Correſpondence with that old Rogue 
Father Frippon, or employs in his Ser- 
vice that odd Mixture of the Knave and 


the Fool, Robin Booty; and Fack's rea- 


ſonable Friends do not know any other 
Way to extricate his Affairs out of the 


wicked Hands, into which they are fal- 


len. Sometimes they think of apply- 


ply 
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ing to the Lord of the Manor, to re- 
move him from being his Factor. Then 

they are told, by Bob's Creatures, 
he has ſo good an Opinion of him, that 
it will be in vain. So that in ſhort, 

the Country is in a Sort of an Uproar 
about it; and no body knows how honeſt 
Jack will get his Affairs out of Bob's 
Hands. 


To: 


Caleb D' Anver 1 Eſq; 


5 Y OU have frequently inveighed a- 
8 


ainſt Corruption in general, and 
forewarn'd us of the Conſequences, 
which it muſt naturally have on our 
Conſtitution, unleſs ſpeedily reſtrain d. 
You have exerted your laudable Endea- 
vours to alarm our Apprehenſions on 
this Account; to raiſe our Indignation 
againſt Thoſe, who are the Authors and 
Promoters of it; and to excite our Zeal 
in oppoſing Them. Every wiſe and honeſt 
Man, I hope, thinks himſelf obliged to 
ou for theſe Writings, which with Plea- 


| jure I obſerve have not been altogether 
without Effect. But as it hath been ob- 


jected by your Adverſaries, that Falla- 
cies lurk * general Aſſertions (which is 


» 
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very true in many Caſes, whatever it 


may be in this) I with you would deſ- 


cend a little mote into Particulars, and 


by a Review of the preſent Age, ſhew ' 


how generally depraved it is grown; 
how Corruption hath gain'd Ground a- 
mongſt Men of almoſt all Orders and 
Profeſſions; and what a Deluge of moſt 
pernicious Vices and Enormities it hath. 
introduced. 8 
HRE, Sir, you will find a large Field 
to expatiate in, and too many Proots, 
particular Proofs, of what you have ſo 
often aſſerted. | | 1 

LUXURY and Extravagance , 
with their conſtant Attendants, Neceſſi- 
1y and Proſtitution, are too viſible in all 
Parts of the Kingdom; eſpecially in this 
great City, where a general Spirit of 
Prodigality and Exceſs is ſeen to pre- 
vail (I wiſh 1 could not ſay it was en- 
courag'd) amongſt all Degrees of Men, 
{rom one End of the Town to the other. 
What can this produce at a Time, when 
there is ſuch a general Stagnation of all 
Trade, but Diſircſs, Bankruptcy, Depen- 
dance, and other numberleſs Evils to 
the Publick? And if Extravagance is 
of ſuch miſchievous Conſequence in the 
Center of Trade, which draws all the 
Riches 
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to flow, 


Riches of the Kingdom to it; whit ter- 
rible Effects muſt it produce in thoſe 
Parts, which are conſtantly drain'd to 
iupport this great, over-grown Levia- 
than, and which can ſubſiſt only by La- 


| bour, Induſiry and Frugality ? 


You will find, Sir, that the abomi- 
nable Crimes of Perjury and Forgery 
were never ſo frequent amongſt us, as 
they have been of late; _— a- 
mong Men of Family and Fortune. I 
need not put the Reader in Mind how 


many notorious Inſtances of this Kind 
the Courle of a very few Years hath pro- 


duced ; and Iam glad to decline it, out 
of Humanity to thoſe, who may unjuſt- 


ly ſuffer by a particular Enumeration. 


I hope the Bill, which was lately 


paſs'd to ſuppreſs this Evil, will have its 
Effect. © | | | | 


TRESE, Mr. D'Anvers, are heinous 


Crimes; and very prejudicial to human 


Society, But the greateſt political Evil is 


Venality of Offices ; becauſe I think it de- 


monſtrable, that This is generally attend- 


ed with Corruption in Office, which is 


the original Source, from whence all o- 
ther political Ewils may be properly ſaid 


Thy 
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Tur Sale of Offices is therefore to be 


| principally avoided by a wiſe State ; for 


paciiy. 


if Places are to be Sold, it is Money, not 
Merit that will be the Qualification; and 
if a Perſon is to give away half the Pro- 
fits of his Place to the Perſon, ſrom whom 

| he receiv'd it, he will endeavour to re- 
imburſe himſelf by Extortion and Op- 
preſſion. In the mean Time thole, who 
are fit to ſupply the Places of Truſt will 
not accept of them and the Inſufficient 
only will fill them; as if the Drawback 
of an Office were but a kind of Compen- 
ſation for the Deſect of the Officer's Ca- 
Nay, if Men of Merit ſhould be 
ſometimes induced, by unequal Fortune, 
_ to ſubmit to hard Terms; yet it is cer- 
| tain that when Places are brought to 
Market, they will generally be fill'd 
with Perſons of ordinary Capacities, and 
and the only Criterion of their Worth 
will be either the Weight of their Poc- 
kets to give moſt, or the Indecency of 
their Fortunes to rake leaſh, 
T'x15s great Abuſe of buying and ſel- 
ling Places hath always been treated 
with the utmoſt Deteſtation, whenever 
it bath been brought to Judgment. In the 
Church it is Simony, attended with great 
Em, 1 Penal- 


= 
— 


2 
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4 Penalties; and I do not ſee why it ought 
4 not to be made as infamous and dangerous 
18 in the Hate. What are the Conſequences 
U of it we have lately ſeen in the Caſes of 
1 the Maſter; in Chancery, and the Keepers of 
our Priſons. It was come to ſuch a Paſs, 

= that a poor Wretch could not be admit- 


ted to die a lingering, tormenting Death 

in a noiſome Dungeon, without paying 

0 exorbitant Fees for it. 5 5 

18 Tus late glorious (and I hope im- 

'F mortal) Act againſt Bribery and Corrup- 

1 lion ſeems to guard againſt all Poſſibilty 

18 of - purchaſing a Seat in Parliament; ſo 
. that now, it is to be wiſh'd, nothing 
will be ſought for but Merit in the Can- 

didate; and Men of Capacity, Fortune, 


| and Freedom of Judgment only will be 
\'F introduced into that Aſſembly. 2 
5 Ik venal Abuſes were to grow in the 
|! | Senate and the Adminiſtration, it would 
* be difficult to invent a Puniſhment ſe- 
f 


17 vere enough for the Promoters of ſuch. 
. an Evil, which is of ſo contagious a 
Nature, being attended with Profit, that 
il it is once countenanced amongſt the 
| __ Great, it ſoon ſpreads amongſt the low- 
'WM er Claſs of Men, I remember an In- 
ſtance, in low Life, of an Abuſe of this 
Kind, which hath made the Offender 
RTE juſtly 
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juſtly deteſted by all thoſe, to whom his 
Wickedneſs was known, which was ag- 
gravated by the Character of the Perſon, 
who was a Clergyman. The Cale was this. 
A Gentleman being defirous, on his 
Death-Bed, to do a generous Act which 
might out-live Him, left by his Will, a- 
mongſt other Charities, an handſome 
Allowance for a Shoot maſter, to inſtruct 
a Number of poor Boys in the Chriſti- 
an Religion, to aſſiſt them in a proper 
Education to get an honeſt Livelihood. 
This Part of his Will was left to 
Truſtees ; amongſt whom was my Cler- 
gj man; a bold, troubleſome, over-bear- 
ing Creature, always creating Anim oſi- 
ties and Diviſions; and a common Bar- 
reter in his Country; which ſoon made it 
very diſagreeable to the reſt of the Truſ- 
tees to act with him, ſo that he got the 
whole to himſelf, and accordingly made 
a political Uſe of it; put in a por, igno- 
rant Woman, who was fitter to be taught 
herſelf than to inſtruct others; from 
whom he received, in #77tation of his 
Betters, a yearly Allowance of what the 
Doncr directed; and becauſe he would 
be more faſhionable and get all he could, 
no Boy was permitted to receive the 
Benefit of this Charity, who did not 
FR _ aw _ 
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firſt ſhake him handſomely by the Palm. 


This little mean Avarice, and ſordid 


Wickedneſꝭ in robbing the Poor, bath 
made him juſtly obnoxious to the Hatred 


of the whole Neighbourhood. I men- 


tion this only as an Inſtance how ſome 


Men, for the meereſt Trifle, will pro- 


ſtitute their Conſciences and Profeſſion, 
and will forfeit a good Name, for the 


— 


Advantage of a little Gain. How fue 


would any honeſt Man be, to have ſuch 
n Opportunity to do Good at another 
Man's Coſt; to feed the Hungry and 
inſtruct the Ignorant, both the greateſt 


Works of Charity, and this without Ex- 
| pence e A good Man would rejoice in 


this; but what muſt that Man be who 


rejects the Occaſion and, which is worſe, 


perverts it; who renders the good In- 


tent ion of another to none or very little 


Effect, and this only to gratify his own. 
Avarice? A Man of this Bent of Mind 
wants only the Opportunity, and he 
would without Remorſe rob the Exche- 
quer: levy heavy Taxes on the People; 
bribe with 50,ccol. thoſe who would 
5 him 100, 0 l. A Man by this 


ow Exemple, gives a plain Indication 


what he would do in the higheſt Offices, 
could he obtain them; and if a Perſon, 


ip 
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in this Inſtance, - procures the juſt Hatred 
of hisPariſh and Neighbourhood, by in- 
juring a few; what Indignation mult a- 
_ riſe againſt Thoſe, who by publick Miſap- 
plication ſhould occaſion prblick Miſerees, 
and who ſhould pillage and rob the Sub- 
ject, in order to make good the Defict= 
encies of his own Miſmanagement, and to 
enable him the better to get more 
when further Miſmanagements ſhould 
cauſe further Deficiencies, —Such a Mi- 
#iſier would ſoon tire out the moſt giv- 
ing People; and the Reſentment of the 
People in their Tutn from Murmurs, 
Diſcontents, and univerſal Clamour, 
would ſoon teach him, that Miniſters 
are anſwerable for their Action, and that 
there is King above them that will hear- 
ken to the Cries of his People, and will 
uniſh, ſeverely puniſh Him, as ſoon as 
his Crimes are ripe for Judgment; but 
this can now ſcarce ever 1 in Eng- 
land. The Act againſt Bribery has ſo 
compleatly ſecured the Freedom of Par- 
liament, that henceforward it will be al- 
moſt impoſſible for an evil Miniſter to 
eſcape their jealous diſcerning Eye. His 
wicked Projects will be nipt in the Bud. 
The Nation ſaved from the pernicious 
| Conſequences which the SY of 
En them 
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them would draw upon him. We ſhall 
ſee ; as wwe have lately done, our Parlia- 
ment paying due Honour to the wiſe and 
prudent Management of our Mimiſteys ; 
and our Miniſters anſwering their Place 
and Character; opening, without Re- 
ferve or Fear, the Springs of their Ac- 
tions and Conduct; and making the 
World Judges of their diſinteteſted and 
wiſe Meaſures Mzniſters, who will ask 
for Money only when it is wanted, and 
will juſtly and clearly account for it 
when dishurſed. By this Act a Miniſiry, 
being always under the Inſpection of an 
unbyaſſed Parliament, can have no Views 
but what are honourable, and their grea- 
teſt Honour will be to meet with pub- 
lick Approbation. Such a Mmiſtry, join- 
ed with the Prince, will be doing all 
the Good their high Stations enables 
them to do, in Order to deſerve the 

People's juſt Bleſſings and Applauſe. 
In ſhort, if our Conftirurion is the 
| beſt in the World, and our Liberty the 
natural Reſult of our Conſtitution ; if 
.the Parliament is the Guardian of Liberty, 
and Freedom the Eſſence of Parliament, 
our Conſtitution may now be ſaid to 
have received from this Act the greateſt 
Security that human Wiſdom can con- 
9 5 trive 
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contrive or add to it; it's Excellence 
will preſerve it from a Repeal, and its 
Clearneſs and Simplicity; capable to be 
underſtood by the meaneſt Capacity, 
will preſerve it from an Explanation. 


And now I ſhall conclude with a Tran- 
ſcript out of a late famous Letter to a 
Certain Great Man, which Tranſcript 
not only contains a juſt Obſervation on 
the ſaid Certain Great Man, but ſeems 
dlſo to be\ ſomething Prophetgck. © 


DELIEVE me, Sir, whenever 

Fortune abandons you (and who 
knows how ſoon that may happen) you 
will find your ſelf in a very forlorn 
State, At the Name of your Succeſſor, 
thoſe Crowds that attend your Levee 
will vaniſh like Spirits at the Dawn of 
Day. None will remain about you, 
but ſuch as no other Adm — u will 
condeſcend to employ; and we may 
therefore very probably behold you 
(which would be a prttiful Sight in- 
| deed) endeavouring to ſecure a Re- 
treat 
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treat with H— on one Side ol you, ö 
and L — on the other, two groteſ- 

que YPerlonages, exactly pair'd, and near- 

ly allied, but ſurely as little fit to ſup- 
port a Miniſter in his Decline, as to 

adorn his Triumph. 
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